Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 223 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.120; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) .
Cg1 is the centroid of the C12-C17 ring. (Parashar et al., 1988) and their photochromic properties (Hadjoudis et al., 1987) . They are important intermediates of 1,3,4-oxadiazoles, which have been reported to be versatile compounds with many interesting properties (Borg et al., 1999) . Metal complexes based on Schiff bases have received considerable attention because they can be utilized as model compounds of active centres in various proteins and enzymes (Kahwa et al., 1986; Santos et al., 2001) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound (Fig. 1) .
The title compound contains two independent, but almost identical molecules in the asymmetric unit. Each independent molecule adopts a trans configuration with respect to the C═N bond. The N1/N2/O2/O3/C8/C9 and N3/N4/O5/O6/C18/C19 planes form dihedral angles of 3.20 (6)° and 11.61 (5)°, respectively, with the C2-C7 and C12-C17 planes. The dihedral angle between the two independent benzene rings is 49.19 (7)°. The bond lengths and angles are comparable to those observed for methylN'-[(E)-4-methoxybenzylidene]hydrazinecarboxylate (Shang et al., 2007) .
In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked into chains running along the [001] by N-H···O, N-H···N and C-H···O hydrogen bonds. In addition, an intermolecular C-H···π interaction is observed (Table 1) . 
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